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Our children start their learning journey with us ready and eager to learn. The Prime areas are our building blocks upon which our 

learning is built. During our very first term in Nursery we work hard to get to know our children and ensure they feel secure and settled 

in their new environment.  Our Curriculum is responsive to the needs and interests of the children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
 

Through transition activities children will 

be introduced to their new classroom and 

the important adults in the school building.  

They will become familiar with the routines 

and rules developing their own class 

charter.  Children will be supported and 

encouraged to explore all activities within 

the setting and shown how to access 

resources independently.  They will be 

supported with their hygiene routines and 

understand the importance of hand washing. 

 

Through the story ‘The Colour Monster’ 

children will develop their understanding of 

feelings.  They will be encouraged to 

express and label their own feelings and 

develop their awareness of the feelings of 

others.  

Communication and Language 
 
Children in Nursery are continuously 

learning to use and extend their 

vocabulary.   The Nursery is a language rich 

environment where adults model and 

promote learning and using new words.  

Children will be taught weekly WOW words 

linked to the learning theme and be 

encouraged to use them in their play and 

activities.   

Children will sing familiar songs and rhymes. 

They will learn new songs to help embed 

the nursery routines.   

Children take part in daily listening 

activities to support and extend their 

listening skills.  They will listen to stories, 

answering simple questions and recalling 

what they have heard.  Children will be able 

to understand simple instructions.   

  

Physical Development  

Children will have daily opportunities to 

develop their gross and fine motor skills.   

They will have daily access to the ‘Garden’ 

where they will develop their spatial 

awareness and explore moving in different 

ways and directions. They will be supported 

to develop their understanding of how to be 

safe by understanding their physical 

capabilities.   Children will use the wheeled 

toys to push along and develop their pedalling 

skills. 

To develop their fine motor skills, children 

will have the opportunity to use a variety of 

tools and malleable materials.  They will be 

shown how to use scissors correctly and 

safely.   

During daily whole-class snack time children 

will develop their understanding of healthy 

foods. 

 
 

Marvellous Me 



Literacy 

 
We will develop language, reading and writing skills through our focus books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Children will foster the love of reading through daily story time.  Stories will be a variety of both new and familiar and also themed or non-themed.  

Children will be encouraged to talk about the stories they have read.  Weekly focus stories will be used to support children to extend their sentences 

and vocabulary.  Children will understand that print has meaning and is read from left-to-right and top-to-bottom.   Adults will support and encourage 

children to use the book corner independently. 

Children will use a variety of mark making resources to develop their own marks. They will begin to recognise their own name on their book bags, 

drawers.  

 

Phonics 

 Children will begin Phase 1 phonics through Floppy Phonics and other phonics activities.  The focus will be environmental sounds. They will develop their 

listening skills and discriminate between different sounds heard in the environment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Colour Monster 

By Anna Llena 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marvellous Me 

By Lisa Bullard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Year with Kipper 

By Mick Inkpen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leafman 

By Lois Ehlert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Maths  

 
In Nursery we use ‘Master the Curriculum’ and ‘White Rose Plans’ to support our teaching and learning in Maths.   

Children will have daily opportunities to extend and embed their Mathematical learning.  Through songs, rhymes and games they will learn to recite 

numbers names in sequence.  They will begin to understand numbers as labels for quantity by, for example, counting how many children are in the class 

and how many pieces of fruit we will need for snack time.  Resources will be provided to promote curiosity and children will begin to identify numerals of 

significance, such as their age.  

Children will sort and match items according to their colour, shape and size.  The will understand ‘same’ and ‘different’. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Mathematical vocabulary will be introduced and children will use these words in their wider vocabulary. For example, children will talk about the size 

of objects using words such as ‘big’, ‘bigger’, biggest’ and ‘small’, ‘smaller’, ‘smallest’. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EAD 
 

Children will have the opportunity to develop and extend their imaginative 

play through daily access to small world and role play resources.   

Children will experiment with painting tools and techniques to create 

different effects. They will be encouraged to paint for a purpose e.g. a 

portrait, a home.  Children will explore and identify colours through 

painting opportunities, they will begin to mix colours.  

 

Children will be taught new songs to embed our daily routines e.g. welcome 

song, goodbye song.  They will be taught a ‘Rhyme of the Week’ as well as 

listen to and respond to familiar and well-known songs and rhymes.   

RE/Collective worship 
 

Children will develop their understanding that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate special times in different ways e.g. harvest.  They will take 

part in collective worship following our school’s Christian Vision.  Children will 

be introduced to the Bible.   

WOW moments 
 

 We will meet Reverend Stuart from St Mary and Bartholomew Church, our 

local church; to learn about Harvest Festival.  

 

Understanding the World 
 
Children will be taught about seasons and that Autumn is one of the 

seasons.  Using their senses, the children will explore and investigate 

natural autumnal objects; they will begin to name their senses.  

Children will take part in daily discussions about the weather.   

Children will be taught the ‘Days of the Week’ song and will begin to 

name the days in order.  They will develop their understanding of 

months and learn which month their own birthday is in.  

Children will develop their understanding of themselves, their family 

and home.  They will develop their understanding of similarities and 

differences between themselves and others.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will develop their PSHE skills and knowledge through 

JIGSAW 

 

Being Me in My World 

 I understand how it feels to belong and that we are similar 

and different. 

 I understand how feeling happy and sad can be expressed. 

 I can work together and consider other people’s feelings. 

 I can use gentle hands and understand that it is good to be 

kind to people.  

 I am starting to understand children’s rights and this 

means we should all be allowed to learn and play. 

 I am learning what being responsible means.  
 

 

 
 
 


