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Parent Guide to Roman Numerals

There are seven letters used to create Roman numerals. These are:

=1 V=5 X=10 L=50

C=100 D =500 M = 1000

The Roman numerals are used in a variety of combinations to create different numbers. When the same
Roman symbols are placed together, you add the value of each symbol together. For example:

M=1+1+1=3
X=10+10=20

Also, if a larger Roman numeral is followed by smaller Roman numeral, you add the numbers together. For
example:

XVI=10+5+1=16
MDL = 1000 + 500 + 50 = 1550

If a smaller Roman numeral comes before a larger Roman numeral you subtract the smaller Roman numeral
from the larger. For example:

V=5-1=4
XIX=10+(10-1)=19




