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21st May 2015 

Term Dates 

SCHOOL TERMS & 

HOLIDAY DATES 

2014/ 2015 

Half Term Mon 25 May 2015 – Fri 29 May 2015 

 Mon 1 June 2015 – Mon 20 July 2015 

 Inset Days 2014/15:  Fri 22 May 2015, Mon 20 July 2015 

 
 

2015/2016 

Autumn Term Wed 2 September 2015 – Fri 23 October 2015 

Half Term Mon 26 October 2015 – Fri 30 October 2015 

 Mon 2 November 2015 – Fri 18 December 2015 

Spring Term Mon 4 January 2016 – Friday 12 February 2016 

Half Term Mon 15 February – Friday 19 February 2016 

 Mon 22 February – Wednesday 23 March 2016 

Summer Term Mon 11 April 2016 – Fri 27 May 2016 

May Day Bank Holiday Mon 2 May 2016 

Half Term Mon 30 May 2016 – Fri 3 June 2016 

 Mon 6 June 2016 – Fri 22 July 2016 

 Inset Days 2015/16: To be advised 

 

Dates for Diary 

2015  

Wed 3 June Year R & 1 Dental Survey 

Fri 5 June  Year 6 Tag Rugby Festival 

Mon 8 – Fri 12 June Faith Week 

Mon 8 June Year 6 Computer Xplorers Workshop 

Tue 9 June Sikhism Workshops – Simon Bennett 

Wed 10 June  am Tempest Photography – Class Photographs 

Wed 10 June  am Year R Health Checks with School Nurses 

Thur 11 June Nursery Trip to Umberslade Farm 

Thur 11 June Years 4 & 5 Visit to Gurdwara 

Fri 12 June   am Year 4 Assembly 

Mon 15 -  Fri 19 June Year 6 Residential – Condover Hall 

Tue 16 June  6.30pm Nursery 2015 Parents Meeting 

Tue 16 June  7.30pm Reception  2015 Parents Meeting 

Mon 22 – Fri 26 June Year 5 Bikeability Course 

Wed 24 June Reception Assembly 

Wed 24 June am Childline Assembly Years 5 & 6 

Wed 24 June Year 2 Tri-Golf Festival 

Tue 30 June Sports Day – EYFS & KS1 am and KS2 pm 

Wed 1 July  pm Years 5 and 6 Childline Workshops 

Fri 3 July am Year 2 Assembly 

Fri 3 July  am Nursery to YR for a story & playtime 

Mon 6 July ( 9.15 for 9.30am start) Year 2 Inspire Workshop 

Tue 7 July am Year 6 Leavers Service at Birmingham Cathedral 

Wed 8 July Year 5 Visit to Birmingham Museum – Saxons 

Wed 8 July   pm Year 4 Cricket Festival 

Thur 9 July 4.00-6.00pm KS1 Cheerleading Festival at Lode Heath 
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Thur 9 July Nursery 2015 Open Afternoon – (2 sessions 1.00-2.00/2.15-3.15pm) 

Thur 9 July Open Evening 

Fri 10 July   am Years 2 and 6 Visit to RSC, Stratford on Avon 

Fri 10 July   am Nursery and reception – class swap 

Fri 10 July  11.45 Reception 2015 – Invitation to Lunch- Parent & Child 

Mon 13 July Sports Day RESERVE – EYFS & KS1 am and KS2 pm 

Wed  15 July  am Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

Thur 16 July Year 4 Trip to Lunt Fort 

Fri 17 July  am Year 6 Leavers Service at Church 

 

Mrs Fairclough 

We have been truly touched by the lovely comments we have received from parents regarding the very sad 

news about Mrs Fairclough. Parents have asked us to pass on details of collections being made in Mrs 

Fairclough’s name. Her family have asked that any donations are made to Marie Curie Cancer Care c/o 

Thomas Bragg & Sons, Funeral Directors 562 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 4AY. Alternatively 

donations can be made at the school office where we have a Marie Curie collection box.  

 

In order to celebrate the fantastic contribution Mrs Fairclough made, 20 of our staff will be taking part in 

the Coventry and Warwickshire Race for Life 10K race on 28th June 2015. We have set up a Just Giving 

account should anyone wish to make a donation. Please go to www.justgiving.com and search for George 

Fentham, Alison Edmeades.  

May I take this opportunity to thank parents for the beautiful comments and donations already left on this 

website.  

 

Staffing Updates 

We are delighted to welcome back Mrs Morris in her new role as SENCo (Special Educational Needs 

Coordinator) at George Fentham. She will also be joining the Year 1 team for the rest of this academic 

year, providing some whole class teaching, intervention and support alongside Mrs Salmon, Mrs Qureshi and 

Mrs Moore.  Mrs Morris will be in school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

 

Key Stage 2 SATs 

Year 6 have been working hard towards their SATs tests this year and they finally had to put all their 

skills and knowledge into practise during the week of Monday 11th May. We were very proud of their 

positive attitudes and excellent efforts - well done Year 6! 

 

School Visits & Events 

Earlier this week we were delighted to welcome Mrs Sarah Smith, the Director of Education for the 

Birmingham Diocese, to school. She very much enjoyed her visit and commented on the fantastic working 

and caring atmosphere, beautifully mannered children and wonderful levels of engagement. She was 

particularly impressed with the excellent relationships between children and staff and the happy and safe 

environment in which we work. 

Nursery 

INSPIRE Phonics Workshop  

Nursery hosted a very well attended INSPIRE Workshop on Friday 17th April. Parents had the opportunity 

to hear about phonics teaching in school, as well as suggestions about how to support children at home. 

However, the highlight of the morning was when the children had the chance to work with their visitors on 

a variety of phonics activities in the classroom and outdoor area. Lots of fabulous learning took place! 

Year R 

Sea-Life Centre 

On Friday 17th April 2015 Reception went on a wonderful trip to the Sea Life Centre in Birmingham. Our 

day began with a guided tour where we saw a wide range of sea creatures and were able to interact with 

the animals at the interactive feeding and touch pools. The children were extremely brave when we 

explored the Shark Reef Encounter and Shark Walk. We were also very lucky to have the opportunity to 

explore the Antarctic in the new Penguins Ice Adventure. It was a valuable learning experience for all. 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/
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Year 2 

Beach Day  

To start our topic of Sea-sides, on Thursday 8th May, Year 2 turned the classroom into a beach for a 

day.  We hunted for shells on the beach and then used our art skills to sketch shells using different media. 

We looked at different seascapes and made our own seaside paintings. We had chance to lie on the 

'beach', read a book and paddle in the 'sea'.  In the afternoon, we went surfing and had a beach party with 

limbo dancing and finally, we finished the day with eating the ice cream we had made in the morning. What 

a great day! 

Year 4 

Strings Explosion Concert 

Monday, 18th May saw the children (and Mr Bass) take part in the Solihull Strings Explosion concert at 

Warwick Arts Centre. After a tiring afternoon of rehearsing with the band and Vivace (Older Strings 

musicians), the children entered the theatre and took their places centre stage. As the room filled with 

over 1000 people, the children showed no signs of nerves, with many exclaiming that they were "ready to 

put on a show!" They certainly did just that. Both parents and teachers commented on how brilliant the 

concert was, the fantastic behaviour and playing by our children and what a lovely evening was had by all. A 

huge thank you to Miss Gosling and Mrs Ayleward for getting the children ready to perform, to Mr Bass, 

Mrs Kelly and Mrs Taylor for giving up their time to go with the children and to everyone who attended. 

What a fabulous end to this first part of the summer term. 

 Year 5 
“Chance to Shine” Cricket Festival 

Congratulations and well done to our Year 5 class for representing our school so brilliantly on Wednesday 

20th May at the Cricket Festival. The children really enjoyed the opportunity to demonstrate their range 

of skills in a competitive event. More details will follow in our Sports Letter next half term.  

Year 6 

Computer Xplorers 

On Monday 18th May, Year 6 took part in a computing workshop using "Kodu" to create a computer game. 

We learnt and developed the skills of designing, programming, hacking and de-bugging to improve our games 

and add extra features to them. The children described the workshop as "awesome!" We can't wait for our 

second workshop on the 8th June, when we will be designing an app. 

 

George Fentham’s Got Talent 

This year we are once again exploring the wealth of talent we have at school by running “George Fentham’s 

Got Talent” We had seven heats which included over 40 acts from Reception through to Year 6, these 

range from: Kung Fu & Karate, comedians, singers, dancers to magicians and gymnasts. We have whittled 

the acts down to three “semi-finals” of 6, the grand final being after half term. The children enjoy the 

completion as entrants and audience immensely, throwing themselves into it with much enthusiasm. We will 

update you on the finalists and results once known. A huge thank you to Mrs Kelly for organising and 

running this whole event! 

 

Sport Update – Summer Term 2015 

Again we have had an extremely busy first half term with a wide range of sporting activities, including 

football, cricket, tag rugby, cheerleading and tri-golf. Further details of all sporting events will follow in 

the sport newsletter next half term. 

 

Class Assemblies 

Year 5 

On 24th April Class 5 performed 'Orpheus and Eurydice', a Greek Myth, for their class assembly. The class 

had great fun dressing up and performing and it was an excellent opportunity for children to demonstrate 

their wonderful acting skills! 

Year 3 

On Wednesday 6th May, Year 3 presented their Class Assembly on Roald Dahl following their study of the 

author in their most recent English unit of work. The children did an excellent job of portraying the weird 

and wonderful characters of the great author’s books through role play, artwork and writing.   
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Year 1 

On Friday the 15th May, Year 1 presented their class assembly. The theme was the four seasons which 

linked to their current learning on weather. The children were brilliant and spoke clearly and with 

confidence. Each season was portrayed through performance poetry and singing which the children had 

been working on in their English and Music lessons. It was clear that the children enjoyed their assembly 

and Mrs Salmon, Mrs Qureshi and Mrs Moore were very proud.  

 

General Election Assembly 

On Wednesday 6th May 2015 we held a “General Election Special” assembly for all classes in Key Stage 2. 

The children learned some rudimentary aspects of how our democracy operates and how electioneering 

works on the big day. The history of Parliament was explained along with the role of an MP and how he or 

she works within a constituency. Mrs Chamberlain was poised plenty of pertinent and thoughtful questions 

from the floor. It was encouraging to see the children engaging with politics and citizenship in such an 

enthusiastic way! 

 

Macmillan Cancer Support  

We have recently received a certificate from the Macmillan Cancer Support thanking the school for 

“making a difference at probably the hardest time of someone’s life” We can all be really proud of that. 

This was for the Coffee Morning we held last September raising £370.00.  

The next Macmillan Coffee Morning will be held on Friday 25th September 2015. 
 

Marie Curie – The Great Daffodil Appeal  

Throughout the month of March, children were invited to donate and wear a daffodil from Marie Curie 

Cancer Care, this helps specially trained nurses care for people living with a terminal illness. The appeal 

raised £44.95 Thank you. 

 

Illness / Sickness 

We continue to do all that we can to reduce the spread of illness and infections in school. The advice from 

the Solihull School Nurse Team, regarding sickness and diarrhoea is that your child stays off school for at 

least 48 hours after the last bout of sickness or diarrhoea and does not return to school until they are 

feeling fit and well along with eating and drinking normally.  

Please inform the school office between 8.30 and 9.00 if your child is unable to attend school as every 

absence must be accounted for and is carefully monitored. 

 

100% Attendance Certificates Spring Term 2015 

Congratulations to all of our children who achieved 100% attendance last term. The total number, per class, 

is as follows: 

Reception - 7 children, Year 1 - 13 children, Year 2 – 12 children, Year 3 – 12 children, Year 4 –14 children, 

Year 5 – 9 children and Year 6 – 7 children.  

TOTAL – 74 children achieved 100% attendance during the spring term 2015. Well done! 

 

IMPORTANT - Allergies 

There are several children in school who have a severe reaction to nuts either by eating them or being in 

close proximity to nut products. We would ask for your help and support by avoiding sending any food 
items containing nuts into school. Thank you. 

Please note: Any class treats supplied by parents will be given out at the end of the school day for 

children to eat under the direct supervision of their own parent.  

 

Contact Numbers and Medication 

Please let the school office know if there are any changes to your contact telephone numbers. It can be 

very distressing for your child if he / she is taken ill and we are unable to contact you quickly. To enable 

the school office to administer & supervise use of medicines, inhalers, epi-pens etc a consent form must be 

completed. Please note it is your responsibility to ensure any medication left in school is in date. 
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Break time Snacks 

Please support our healthy snack time by sending in pure fresh or dried fruit and vegetables only. 

Children have access to drinking fountains and water bottles during the day and are regularly reminded to 

drink. Please encourage your child to do this and ensure that drinking bottles contain water only. Should 

you wish your child to have milk at break time details are available from the school office.  

 

Stranger Danger 

On occasion we receive reports from the Local Authority, or the police, reminding us of the 'Stranger 

Danger' message and informing us to be particularly watchful. During our assemblies and through 

classroom discussions we endorse these messages to children through our ‘keeping safe’ themes. If you or 

your child experiences, or witnesses anything that concerns you whilst on the way to and from school, you 

should either contact the police straight away, (don't worry, they would rather have a false alarm than no 

call at all), or speak to Mrs Gaughan or another member of the school staff immediately upon arriving at 

school. If it happens on the way home, we would hope that you would make the appropriate judgement, but 

school would need to be made aware the following day. 

 

ParentPay-School Lunches KS2 

We would like to remind parents the importance of keeping your parent pay accounts in credit for your 

child’s school meals in KS2. 

As previously advised we do have a policy in school that if a child’s lunch money falls into debt by one 

week’s dinners @ £9.50 a reminder letter will be sent home asking for your child’s account to be credited 

before another hot meal can be provided by the kitchen. 

 

 

 

We wish you a very enjoyable half term with your family. 

 

Mrs J Gaughan 

Head Teacher  

 

School website: www.georgefenthamschool.co.uk 

 

 


