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Autumn 1:  October 2017 

Term Dates 

SCHOOL TERMS & 

HOLIDAY DATES 
2017/2018 

Autumn Term Mon 4 September 2017 – Fri 20 October 2017 

Half Term Mon 23 October 2017 – Fri 27 October 2017 

 Mon 30 October 2017 -Tuesday 19 December 2017 

Spring Term Wed 3 January 2018 – Fri 16 February 2018  

Half Term Mon 19 February 2018 – Fri 23 February 2018 

 Mon 26 February 2018 – Thur 29 March 2018 

Summer Term Mon 16 April 2018 – Fri 25 May 2018 

May Day Bank Holiday Mon 7 May 2018 

Half Term Mon 28 May 2018 – Fri 1 June 2018 

 Mon 4 June 2018 – Tue 24 July 2018 

 Remaining Inset Days 2017/18 : Fri 16 Feb 2018 & Mon 4 June 2018 

 

Dates for Diary 2017 - 2018 

Wed 18 October School Vaccination Programme – Flu Nasal Spray Years R to 4 

Thur 19 October  pm Y5 Tennis Tournament at Hampton Tennis Club (postponed) 

Tue 31 October Year 6 Measurement Programme 

Thu 2 November Year 5 Mini Tennis Tournament (re-scheduled) 

Mon 6 November  am Harvest Assembly 

Mon 6 November  pm Harvest Tea for Year 6 Grandparents 

Wed 8 November  KS2 Cheerleading Festival at Lode Heath School 

Thur 9 – Mon 13 November  Book Fair 

Thur 9 November Year 5 Greek Visitor 

Tue 14 November  Parent Consultation Evening (Years 1-6) 

Wed 15 November  Parent Consultation Evening (Years 1-6) 

Thur 16 November Year 3 visit to Birmingham Museum 

Thur 16 November  am Year 4 visit to Symphony Hall 

Wed 22 November Tempest Photography - Individual 

Sat 25 November  7pm PTFA Barn Dance 

Tue 28 November  am Year 6 to visit Coventry Cathedral  

Wed 6 December 1.45pm KS2 Christmas Performance for Grandparents 

Wed 6 December 6.30pm  KS2 Evening Christmas Performance 

Thu 7 December 1.45pm KS2 Afternoon Christmas Performance 

Fri 8 December 3.45pm Christmas Fair (TBC) 

Mon 11 December am Reception Hearing tests 

Wed 13 December 9.30am Nursery, Reception & KS1 Christmas Performance for 

Grandparents 

Wed 13 December 6.30pm  Reception & KS1 Evening Christmas Performance 

Thu 14 December 9.30am Nursery, Reception & KS1 Morning Christmas Performance 

Fri 15 December  School Christmas Lunch 

Tue 19 December  Church Service (TBC) 

 



GEORGE FENTHAM ENDOWED SCHOOL  

NEWSLETTER 1 AUTUMN 2017 

Page 2 of 6 

 

 2018 

Mon 8 January  pm Year 5 Young Voices Concert at The Genting Arena 

Thu 8 February Year 6 & Seniors – Ballet: Cinderella 

Fri 9 March Year 5 Rainforest Man visit 

Thur 15 March Year 4  to visit Chedworth Roman Villa  

Mon 14 –Thur 17 May KS2 Assessment Week 

Wed 23 May Tempest Photography Class Photos 

Mon 18- Fri 22 June Year 5 Bikeability 

Mon 18- Fri 22 June Year 6 Residential at Condover Hall 

 
Christmas Performances 2017 

Christmas is always a magical time in school and our staff work extremely hard to ensure all of 

our children enjoy the festivities. A great tradition has been our Christmas performances. The 

enjoyment and quality of the performances shines through and we always receive fantastic 

feedback. 

With increasing numbers of children in school, allocating tickets to all parents has become 

extremely difficult. Last year we were not able to meet the demand for the KS2 evening 

performance and we were incredibly grateful to those parents who swapped their evening 

tickets to afternoon tickets. In addition, the demand for the EYFS & KS1 morning performance 

also reached the limit. 

Moving forwards we have looked at ways of changing our ticket allocation process, however, 

there is no simple solution. Therefore, we would like to ask our KS2 parents to consider 

attending our afternoon performance wherever possible and for our Reception & KS1 parents to 

consider attending the evening performance.  

In total we have six performances, often with over 800 visitors. At this very busy time of year 

we believe it would be too much for our children and staff to increase the number of 

performances.  This year, if demand for tickets exceeds supply, we will allocate tickets on a 

first come first served basis. Inevitably this may lead to some parents not receiving tickets for 

their preferred performance.  

Letters for ticket requests will be sent out next half term. We very much ask for your support 

in this matter so that all parents enjoy watching their child in what promises to be another 

fantastic year of Christmas performances at George Fentham Endowed School. 

 

Staffing Update 

Reception 

We send Mrs Nicholson our very best wishes as she begins her maternity leave over half term 

and very much look forward to hearing more about “Baby Nicholson” in the near future.  

As a result, I am delighted to welcome Mrs Multani to George Fentham from Monday 30th 

October. Mrs Multani has a range of Early Years Foundation Stage experience and has taught in 

Reception previously. Over the last few weeks, she has been in school getting to know the 

children and staff and becoming familiar with the day-to-day expectations and routines.  

Lunchtime Supervisors 

We said a big thank you and goodbye to one of our lunchtime supervisors this week. We wish 

Mrs Flint all the best in the future. From Monday 30th October we will be welcoming Mrs 

Jaskolski to our lunchtime team. 

 

Nursery and Reception 2018 Admission Dates 

Application closing dates:  Nursery 2018 = 1st December 2017 

                              Reception 2018 = 15th March 2018 
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School Visits and Sports Events  

Welcome to Nursery Workshop 

Earlier this term, Nursery parents were invited to attend a ‘Welcome to Nursery’ workshop. 

This was an opportunity to discuss how the children had settled into Nursery, as well as finding 

out about what is meant by ‘learning through play’. The Early Years Curriculum and the 

Developmental Milestones that staff use to assess progress were discussed and Nursery staff 

also provided ideas for supporting children at home.  

Reception Inspire Workshop 

On Friday 15th September 2017 parents of Reception children came into school to take part in a 

Reading and Phonics Inspire Workshop. The children joined their parents to make a picture of 

their favourite storybook character. The children thoroughly enjoyed working with their 

parents and made some fantastic pictures which were shared in class. Well done! 

Year 3  

Year 3 have had a healthy start to the new school year. Since starting back to school in 

September, the children have been attending weekly swimming lessons at North Solihull Sports 

Centre, where they have been assessed and are progressing through different levels of learning 

from understanding the correct techniques for different strokes through to acquiring deep 

water skills. 

We have also been very lucky to have a coach from Animated Dance Academy who has given us 

professional tuition in our Physical Education lessons.  The coach has been instructing the class 

on the skills required to become a gymnast: how to use their bodies to stretch, move and mirror 

a partner. The children are really enjoying these sessions and have created their own gymnastic 

routines with a partner. 

Year 5 & 6 Tennis afternoons 

We thoroughly enjoyed our Y6 mini tennis tournament at Hampton Tennis Club on Thursday 12th 

October 2017. Unfortunately, due to heavy rain the Y5 mini tennis tournament had to be  

postponed until Thursday 2nd November.  We certainly have some budding Wimbledon stars-of-

the-future in Upper Key Stage Two!  Many thanks to Ian Poole for running these events for us.  

Year 5 & 6 Football Club 

The George Fentham Football Club will start up again after half term, running all the way 

through till next summer (missing just a few weeks over the winter period due to the lack of 

light/weather).  

Children, both girls and boys, in Years 5 & 6 have been given the opportunity to join and will get 

to develop their skills, competitiveness and fair play, as well as enjoying being part of the 

Solihull Small School's League and playing matches against similar schools to ours. 

We'll keep you updated about their progress each term. 

 

Autumn Clubs  

Day Lunchtime After-school 

Monday Guitar Lessons 

Keyboard Lessons 

12.15-1.15 Games Club on 

Playground 

3.20-4.20 Football Club (commences after 

half-term) 

Tuesday Cello Lessons 3.20-4.20 KS2 Sports Club - Basketball 

Wednesday 

  
12.45-1.15 KS1 Sports Club - 

Basketball 

Strings Lessons 

3.20-4.45 Learning Curves 



GEORGE FENTHAM ENDOWED SCHOOL  

NEWSLETTER 1 AUTUMN 2017 

Page 4 of 6 

 

 

A Message from the PTFA  

The PTFA are working hard to organise some fantastic events leading up to Christmas, which 

includes a Barn Dance and the Christmas Fair. We have also had some wonderful entries for the 

PTFA logo competition. The winner will be announced shortly. If you'd like to support we are 

always keen to get new members. Please contact nfpickering@googlemail.com 

 

100% Attendance – Summer 2017 

Congratulations and well done to our 68 children who achieved 100% Attendance Award 

Certificates for the Summer Term 2017. Below is a breakdown by pupil numbers in each of our 

classes: 

Previous Year Number of Pupils 

Reception 11 

1 12 

2 7 

3 16 

4 11 

5 11 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning/Wear it Pink Day 

Macmillan Coffee Morning/Wear it Pink Day:  

Thank you so much for all your support with our charity fundraising day on Wednesday 11th  

October 2017. The children looked fabulous in their pink outfits! We raised a fantastic 

£565.00:  Cake sale           = £ 214 

                  Coffee Morning = £ 132 

                  Non-uniform      = £ 219  

This has been divided between Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie and Breast Cancer Care - 

three charities that are very close to our hearts at George Fentham.  

 

REMINDER: Nursery Parking Permits 

Following the introduction of our “Nursery Parking Permits” we would like to say a very big thank 

you to those parents who are now finding alternative places to park in the mornings. However, 

there are still some parents who are using this car park who have older children in the 

school rather than Nursery children.  

We would like to request that no other parents use the Nursery car park in the mornings in 

order to minimise the traffic congestion outside school and to keep our children safer on their 

journeys into school. Please note all parents are able to use the Fentham Hall car park located on 

Marsh Lane. Could we please remind all Nursery parents to display their Nursery Parking Permit 

whenever they are using this car park.  

We would like to thank you for your support in this matter and we very much hope that all 

parents will take notice of this new initiative.  

 

Medicines in School 

May we remind you that a medicine permission form must be completed and discussed with a 

member of the office staff if your child requires any medicine during the school day. It is 

Thursday 

  
12.15-1.15 Games Club on 

Playground 

3.20-4.20 KS2 Gymnastics Club 

Friday 12.15-1.15 Games Club on 

Playground 

3.20-4.20 Y4,5 & 6 Netball Club  

mailto:nfpickering@googlemail.com
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extremely important that all medicine has the prescription label clearly displayed on the 

medicine, stating your child’s name, dose and frequency. If this information is displayed on 

packaging, we will need this packaging to be supplied. This arrangement will also apply for calpol, 

therefore, if your child requires calpol during the school day the bottle must have a prescription 

label with the above details.  

Should you wish to discuss this in any further detail, please contact the school office.  

 

School Uniform  

A reminder from September 2017 our new school uniform is as follows: 

 

Please note all uniform should be clearly named.  

*Jewellery must be removed or covered during all P.E. and Games activities in accordance with 

Health and Safety guidelines. Please send plasters into school for covering earrings if required.  

Hair should be kept neat and tidy at all times and tied back if possible. Whilst we appreciate the 

individuality of our children we ask that there are no extreme hairstyles in school. 

Uniform may be purchased from: 

PALMERS 1640 HIGH STREET, KNOWLE. B93 0NA  

TELEPHONE NUMBER; 01564 776590 

Book bags may be purchased from the school office at £8.00 each. 

Uniform Boys Girls 

Trousers Plain grey trousers Plain grey trousers 

 

Skirt  Plain grey skirt 

 

Early Years, Key Stage 1: 

Polo Shirt 

Maroon logo polo shirt Maroon logo polo shirt 

Key Stage 2: 

Shirt & tie 

White shirt 

Maroon school tie 

White shirt 

Maroon school tie 

Dress  Summer red and white 

gingham summer dress 

School Shoes Black shoes no trainers Black shoes no boots, high 

heels or trainers 

Socks / Tights Grey Grey or white tights or socks 

Sweatshirt/ Cardigan V-neck maroon logo 

sweatshirt 

V-neck maroon logo 

sweatshirt or cardigan 

PE Kit Black shorts  

White tee shirt 

Black shorts  

White tee shirt 

Games Kit Dark plain tracksuit or 

jogging bottoms (in cold 

weather) 

Trainers 

Dark plain tracksuit or 

jogging bottoms (in cold 

weather) 

Trainers 

Hair Accessories  Ribbons, slides, hair bands 

etc should be black, white or 

red and kept to a minimum. 

*Jewellery  On the grounds of safety, 

NO jewellery other than 

plain wristwatches, medical 

alert pendants or bracelets 

and earring studs. 

On the grounds of safety, 

NO jewellery other than 

plain wristwatches, medical 

alert pendants or bracelets 

and earring studs. 
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School Meals – Outstanding Debt 

Parents of children in KS2 

Due to the flexibility of the ParentPay system allowing parents to choose which days they wish 

their child to have a school meal, it is important to keep your account in credit; reminders are 

generated daily for children who have no credit on their accounts. Please note that if a debt 

exceeds one week’s school lunches of £10.25 (£2.05 per day) a hot meal cannot be provided 

until the debt is cleared and the account is in credit.  

 

Please contact the school office if you think your child may be eligible for free school meals.  
 

Attendance and Requests for Leave of Absence  

To support us to secure good attendance for all of our pupils and to address concerns regarding 

any child’s poor school attendance and punctuality, we are continuing to work with Central School 

Attendance and Welfare Service Ltd (CSAWS). Each half term attendance registers are  

rigorously scrutinised to identify any attendance issues. This includes children falling below 95% 

attendance, children who are below 90% attendance and therefore at risk of becoming 

persistent absentees, children with any unauthorised absence and any punctuality concerns. 

  

Your child may be referred to a CSAWS Attendance and Welfare Officer if their attendance 

and punctuality is causing concern.  They will then contact you by phone, letter or home visit to 

discuss the school's concerns and how attendance and punctuality can be improved. 

 

Please note, in line with the Local Authority Solihull Attendance Policy, Head Teachers are only 

allowed to grant leave of absence in very exceptional circumstances and where the application 

has been made two weeks in advance. This does not include family holidays. Should you require 

any further information, or wish to discuss a leave of absence request please contact the school 

office. 

 

Thank you for your support in ensuring the very best attendance for your child.  

 

And finally………………… 

I wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing half-term break and look forward to welcoming the 

children back to school on Monday 30th October 2017.   

 

 

Mrs J Gaughan 

Head Teacher          


