
Activities for Reception – Spring 2020 

We have compiled a variety of activities to keep your child busy at home.  We hope you 

enjoy completing them.  There are a number of websites offering free resources to 

print at home (see website list at end or school website).  At the end of this hand out I 

have included the Early Learning Goal statements for Maths, Literacy, Communication 

and Language and Physical Development.  Use these statements to help challenge your 

children when they are completing the activities.  It would be lovely to see some of the 

things you have completed so please save them to share with us when we return to 

school. 

• READ every day – school books, books from home, magazines etc. 

• Time yourself getting dressed/undressed.  Try to beat your time each day! 

• Make your own bed every day. 

• Act out a favourite story and put on a show!  You may need to make props or 

dress up to help you. 

• Be an author and write a story – choose characters, setting, beginning, middle 

and end.  Ask someone to be your illustrator! 

• Make an Easter card and complete some Easter crafts. 

• Addition and subtraction problems. 

• Use dice to practise adding two numbers together. 

• Go for a walk and write down all the numbers you can see. 

• Go for a bike ride. 

• Take some containers of different sizes into the bath.  Experiment with 

capacity.  Full, nearly full, half full, nearly empty, empty. 

• Design a new invention.  What would it do? Draw and write about your new 

invention. 

• Make an obstacle course.  Time yourself to complete it and record your times.  

Can you do it faster?  Challenge yourself – adapt the course to make it harder! 

• Play in the garden.  Can you spot any mini-beasts and draw what you see?  

• Can you jump, clap, bounce, hop and count in 2s, 5s and 10s whilst doing it. 

• Collect some natural objects you have found outside to create a piece of natural 

art when you get home.  Take a photo of it. 

• Make a nature wand and cast some spells. 

• Make a sandwich and write some instructions to tell someone else how to make 

one. 

• Make a set of number cards – order them, say one more/one less. 

• Complete a jigsaw. 

• Cut up your food – Can you share it equally? Can you cut it in half? 

• Put some music on and dance to the beat.   

• Make up your own song, add some homemade instruments then perform to your 

family. 



• Make a shop – Name your shop and make a sign, find items to sell, add price tags 

and encourage your family to visit! Can you add the cost of items together?  Can 

you work out the change? 

• Make up a game – write the rules and create a score board. 

• Record a journey or special event using technology e.g. phone, iPad etc.  Use the 

photos to create an account of the experience. 

• Find 5 different objects and measure them.  Can you order them by size? 

• How many 3D shapes can you find around the house?  Sort them into groups – 

properties e.g. roll/doesn’t roll, number of corners etc. 

• Observational drawing - Find something interesting from in the house or garden 

to look at closely and then draw.  Remember the techniques we have learnt – 

smudge, shade, blend. 

• With permission from your grown up, phone someone who is special to you.   

Tell them all about your day and ask them about theirs. 

 

Phonics 

• Phonics revision – sh, th, ch, ng, dge (wedge), le (little), ve (have), wh, cks 

(ducks), tch (catch), nk, ai, ee, igh, oa (float), oo (book), oo (moon), ar (park), or 

(fork), ur (turn), ow (cow), oi (coin), ear (fear), air (fair). 

• Try and find something in your house beginning with every letter of the 

alphabet, move onto words containing all the digraphs and trigraphs we have 

learnt.  Write a list of all the things you have found. 

• Practise your letter formation – make sure you write on the lines. 

• Write a letter to a friend, address it and take it to the post box. 

• Practise your letter formation, spelling words and your name using magic paint 

(water and paintbrushes) and watch it disappear.  Can you take a photograph 

before it disappears? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jack and the Beanstalk 

As part of our theme this half term we have planted a bean seed and linked it to the 

story Jack and the Beanstalk.  Read the story at home (Twinkl have a version or 

YouTube have several versions of the story).   

Activities to complete: 

Retell the story in your own words. 

Act out the story. 

Write the story. 

Make up your own version of the story by –  

• Changing character names. 

• Change the story setting. 

• What if Jack got something other than magic beans? 

• What could grow instead of a beanstalk? 

• Change the giant to another scary character. 

• How can the ending be changed? 

Re-write the new story and add illustrations. 

Watch ‘Debbie and Friends’ - Jack and the Beanstalk song on YouTube.  Can you learn 

the song and actions? 

Your magic bean! 

Keep a bean diary (Diary format in pack). 

Monitor the changes by drawing and writing. 

Take photos of the changes. 

Write about how you have looked after your bean. 

Decorate the pot. 

*Fingers crossed you will grow a really tall beanstalk! * 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Websites to visit 

www.twinkl.co.uk/offer Code needed to access UKTWINKLHELPS.  Find the EYFS 

section for access to resources for all areas of learning.  There are power points to use 

for teaching new skills, interactive resources and activities which can be printed. 

www.topmarks.co.uk Lots of interactive games to complete. 

www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbeebies  

Short episodes following the Numberblocks solving mathematical problems.  

Short episodes following the Alphablocks applying their phonic knowledge. 

www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html Lots of interactive games and challenges. 

Purple Mash – please use children’s log on to access the Mini Mash site.  Individual log 

on is included in this pack. 

 

Early Learning Goals 

Maths 

Number ELG: Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order 

and say which number is one more or one less than a given number. 

Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count 

on or back to find the answer.   

They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

Shape, Space and Measure ELG: Children use everyday language to talk about size, 

weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects 

and to solve problems. 

They recognise, create and describe patterns.  

They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical 

language to describe them. 

Literacy 

Reading ELG: Children read and understand simple sentences.  

They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  

They also read some common irregular words.  

They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. 

Writing ELG: Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 

their spoken sounds.  

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbeebies
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html


They also write some irregular common words.  

They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.  

Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 

Physical Development 

Moving and Handling ELG: Children show good control and co-ordination in large and 

small movements.  

They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space.  

They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

Health and Self-Care ELG: Children know the importance for good health of physical 

exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe.  

They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including 

dressing and going to the toilet independently. 

Communication and Language 

Listening and Attention ELG:  Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They 

listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with 

relevant comments, questions or actions.  

They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged 

in another activity. 

Understanding ELG: Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  

They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to 

stories or events. 

Speaking ELG: Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of 

listeners’ needs.  

They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that 

have happened or are to happen in the future.  

They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

 

 

 

 

  


